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BLANDINGS PARK WILDLIFE SANCTUARY BENEFITS FROM LIMITED CONSERVATION DEVELOPMENT

Blandings Park Wildlife Sanctuary, a grassroots 501©3 land trust founded in 2006, was the beneficiary recently of an additional 31 acres of land in their focus area in Biddeford.  This generous donation was gifted to the Sanctuary by Southern Coast Development, Inc., who received final approval from the Biddeford Planning Board last September for the City’s first limited conservation development, to be called Terrapin Green.
Terrapin Green will be a 22 lot, single family “green” development geared to those 55 and older who wish to downsize into energy efficient, environmentally sensitive, sustainably built new homes.   The new road under construction, Blandings Way, will not only serve Terrapin Green residents but will also serve as the much needed public entrance to the Sanctuary.  
“We have been so fortunate since the creation of BPWS”, said Peggy Ann Ayers, founder, “with the support and cooperation that the concept has received.  We now have 160+ acres of land forever preserved in an area that was declared by the State as a valuable wildlife habitat, rich in vernal pools, and home to the endangered Blanding’s turtle and the threatened Spotted turtle.”  
Limited conservation development is a useful tool adopted by many land trust throughout the US as a way of gaining cooperation among landowners, developers, conservation enthusiasts, and governmental officials.  The least environmentally sensitive portion of a tract of land is approved for development while the most environmentally sensitive land is donated to a land trust and forever preserved.  With Terrapin Green, only the front 17.5 acres will be developed, while the back 31+ acres became part of the Sanctuary.
“Almost all of the land now owned by Blandings Park was donated through the cooperation of landowners who were seeking to develop a portion of their land in our focus area”, stated Dave Ayers, co-founder.  “It was our intention from the beginning to create an atmosphere of cooperation and it is working even better than we imagined.”  Back in 2007, Ayers discovered and donated 30+ acres that had been lost to the City’s tax records.  That same year, the Lamb family generously donated 34+ acres after subdividing, and BPWS was able to raise enough funds to purchase at a bargain sale 10 acres from the Davis family.  In 2008, a 55 acre parcel became part of the Sanctuary after the Reuillard family graciously named BPWS the recipient of the remainder portion of their land after receiving City approval for a subdivision.  “We are very lucky to be in negotiations with several more landowners in our focus area which is bordered by Pool Street, Guinea Road, West Street, and Granite Street.  We are hoping to save a minimum of 500 unfragmented acres for the preservation of the turtles”, Ayers added.
In addition to land acquisition, Blanding Park volunteers are active in a variety of tasks.  Last year the Sanctuary held a series of lectures to help educate the public to the value of vernal pools and to teach children about the various reptile and amphibian species who live in the Sanctuary.  The public was also treated to autumn nature walks led by RJ Mere, a noted Maine writer and outdoor guide.  During the past winter, BPWS cooperated with federal and state agencies in the New England Cottontail research project.  This small rabbit was once plentiful in our area but is now on the state endangered species list.  “So, we are looking forward to cooperating in any way we can to save the bunnies along with the turtles” said Mary Ellen Charles, a BPWS Board member.
2009 is shaping up to be an active year for BPWS.  There will be a series of LIFE (learning is fun and educational) Lectures once again free to the general public.  An informative program for both adults and kids on “All You Need to Know about Ticks and Mosquitoes” is planned for May or June.  And, we have another program planned at McArthur Library on Monday, July 6 at 7 pm, mostly for kids (but adults are invited too) that will feature live reptiles and amphibians from the NH Encounters Traveling Zoo.  “Our volunteers are hard at work creating and grooming the first official trail”, added Paul Brady, another BPWS Board member, “and we are very excited about the fall opening of the Sanctuary to the public once Blandings Way is completed”.

For more information on any of the topics here, or to join and become a member of Blandings Park Wildlife Sanctuary, please email us at bpws@maine.rr.com.   
